The stories “There will come soft rains” by Ray Bradbury and “By the waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet that the Eighth grade is required to read have both differences and similarities between each other. The most significant difference is the kind of world these stories portray. A second prominent difference is the way these stories were written and their different points of view. Finally there are the “moral of the story” type differences between these two stories. With all these differences between these stories they both share the same idea of human apocalypse. 

There are many more differences between the worlds portrayed in the two stories than just the date the story takes place. In “By the waters of Babylon” Earth’s major industrial regions and major populated areas have been eradicated by an extremely poisonous gas.  In “There will come soft rains” an American city has been nuked by a nuclear warhead and the symbolic meaning of that is that the World will be suffering from a nuclear apocalypse because if someone nukes the US we will nuke them back and their allies nuke us and we nuke them back. Also there is a major difference between how long ago the mass destruction occurred in that “By the waters of Babylon” takes place many generations after the apocalypse and “There will come soft rains” takes place just a few hours after the apocalyptic event.


The two completely different points of view in these stories are very easy to identify. In “By the waters of Babylon” the point of view is a first person point of view, through the eyes of a priest’s son. Compared to “There will come soft rains” in which it is a third person, all knowing point of view. “There will come soft rains” was written in an interesting perspective in that it was describing how a house would accommodate the family that lived in the house after the nuke went off. “By the waters of Babylon” describes how a young priest journeyed to a forbidden city. 


The “moral of the story” in these two stories are almost exactly the same. In “There will come soft rains” the moral is that we should eliminate all nuclear missiles in the arsenals of the nuclear power countries. Although this is important, it is somewhat outdated, because the cold war is over. In “By the waters of Babylon” there is a basic antiwar morale. But there are also a no weapons of mass destruction moral like “There will come soft rains”.

Both authors intend to show the same shocking consequences of war. The worlds portrayed in these two stories contradict each other in the date that the post-apocalyptic period begins. The different points of view display the different fallouts of each of the weapons of mass destruction. They each display different anti-war views. Although these two stories have significant differences, they both portray the same horrible fate for the human race.
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